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Iranian President Hassan Rouhani (R) shakes hands with Slovak Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Miroslav Lajcak in Tehran on 
September 15, 2014. 
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Key factors for 
tourism success

Iran urges greater EU role 
in nuclear talks

Zarif leaves Tehran for New York            By Farzaneh Shokri & Farzam Vanaki 

Aviation is the safest mode of transportation in the world. In the year 
ending March 20, 2014, more than 53 percent of world tourism 
transportations pertained to aviation sector, 5 percent to sea, 40 

percent to roads and 2 percent to railroads.
However, one of the most important challenges facing Iran’s tourism in-

dustry concerns the country’s aging means of transportation, particularly 
airplanes. Given the country’s current aviation capacities, the government 
most probably will not be able to achieve the targets set by the 2025 Vision 
plan. 

The plan calls for acquiring a 1.5-percent share of the international 
tourism market (at least 20 million tourists per year) and earning $20 bil-
lion per annum (2 percent of the global tourism revenues).

In an exclusive interview with Iran Daily, Ali Rahimpour, a member of 
the scientific board of the Research Institute of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, 
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization, listed some of these challenges 
and elaborated on solutions. Rahimpour maintains that employing mod-
ern technologies and improving transportation system, especially air fleet, 
play a crucial role in developing the country’s tourism industry.

Excerpts of the interview follow:

IRAN DAILY: One of the main challenges facing the country’s tourism 
sector pertains to the aging means of transportation. To what extent do you 
think modern technologies will help the industry boom?

ALI RAHIMPOUR: Factors such as tourist accommodations, entertain-
ment, transportation and shopping facilities are required for developing 
tourism industry in any country.

Unfortunately, Iran’s air fleet is old and dilapidated, which adds to 
the worries of foreign tourists interested in visiting the country. 

Officials should take effective measures in this respect. In case, they do 
not prepare the ground in this regard, the government will not be able to 
achieve the targets set by its tourism plan.

Continued on Page 6

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif called on the European 
Union to play a more active role to conclude a final deal over Tehran’s 
nuclear energy program.

Iran expects the EU to play a more active role in the talks between Te-
hran and the P5+1 so that the negotiations would bear fruit, Zarif said 
while receiving the credentials of Italy’s new ambassador to Iran, Mauro 
Conciatori, on Monday.

Zarif also described Iran-Italy ties as deep-rooted and called for further 
expansion of ties in all areas.

He further hoped that Italy, which currently holds the EU rotating presi-
dency, would play a more active and positive role in the development of 
Iran-EU ties.

Continued on Page 2

Iraqi MPs reject 
picks for interior, 
defense ministers
The Iraqi parliament rejected the prime minis-
ter’s nominees for defense and interior minis-
ters, leaving the two crucial posts unfilled as a 
US-led coalition prepares to intensify airstrikes 
against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
group that controls vast parts of the country.

Lawmakers convened Tuesday, even as US 
jets carried out an airstrike near Baghdad for 
the first time since launching an aerial cam-
paign in early August, and French warplanes 
flying from the United Arab Emirates began re-
connaissance missions over Iraq, AP reported.

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi put forward 
Sunni lawmaker Jaber al-Jabberi as his candi-
date for defense minister, and Shia lawmaker 
Riyad Ghareeb as his pick for interior minister. 
Parliament, which could confirm the nominees 
with a simple majority, voted 118-117 against 
Ghareeb, and 131-108 against al-Jabberi.

“The failure of the parliament to agree on 
the candidates to fill the posts of interior and 
defense ministers shows clearly that the gap 
among and inside political groups are still huge 
and that each bloc is pursuing its own ambi-
tions,” said lawmaker Mutashar al-Samarie. “I 
think that the posts of defense and interior min-
ister should be kept away from sectarian power 
sharing. 

Iraq’s problems in Iraq can be solved only by 
bringing independent and efficient people to 
fill ministerial posts.”

Mohsen Laftah Asfour, a lawmaker with Shi-
ite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr’s bloc, was the only 
lawmaker approved in Tuesday’s session and 
will assume the role of Water Resources Minis-
ter. Parliament adjourned until Thursday.

Lawmakers approved the majority of al-
Abadi’s cabinet on September 8 and officially 
voted him in as the country’s prime minister, 
bringing a formal end to the eight-year rule of 
Nouri al-Maliki, but al-Abadi requested a de-
lay in naming a defense and interior minister 
because lawmakers had not agreed on the pro-
posed candidates.

Al-Maliki, former Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi and former speaker of parliament Osama 
al-Nujeifi were given the largely ceremonial 
posts of vice president. Kurdish politician and 
former Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari was 
named one of three deputy prime ministers, 
while former premier Ibrahim al-Jaafari was 
named foreign minister.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani cast doubt on the sincerity of the 
so-called coalition to fight terrorism, saying it is a ‘farce’ that the 
countries which have supported and financed militant groups now 
seek to fight terrorism.

“It is a farce that the countries which trained, equipped and fi-
nanced terrorist groups now suddenly seek to fight these terrorist 
groups,” Rouhani said in a meeting with Slovak Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Miroslav Lajcak in Tehran on 
Monday, Press TV reported.

Rouhani expressed concern about growing terrorism in the Mid-
dle East, including Syria and Iraq, and called on all countries to 
adopt a unified approach to uproot terrorism.

The Slovak official, for his part, called for consultations between 
Bratislava and Tehran on serious security issues in the world to seek 
a way out of the problems.

Slovakia supports Iran’s status as a regional and international 
player, he said, noting all countries, particularly Iran, should use 
their potentials in the campaign against terrorism.

Paris hosted a conference, dubbed the International Conference 
on Peace and Security in Iraq, on Monday to discuss ways of tack-

ling the ISIL terrorists in Iraq and Syria amid US efforts to form a 
so-called international coalition to battle the Takfiri group.

Foreign ministers from the main European states, the five per-
manent members of the UN Security Council, Iraq’s neighbors and 
Arab states of Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the UAE attended 
the one-day conference.

Despite the international community’s stress on the importance of 
Iran’s role in regional developments, Tehran was not invited to the 
meeting in Paris mainly due to US opposition. The US has also an-
nounced that Iran will not be a part of its so-called coalition against 
the ISIL.

Meeting with N. Korea FM 

On Tuesday, Iranian president in a meeting with visiting North 
Korean Foreign Minister Ri Su-yong in Tehran emphasized the im-
portance of expansion of relations between Iran and East Asia.

The president said the two countries have had friendly relations, 
and hoped that the relations will be expanded in several areas in-
cluding economy and trade.
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Protesters: 
Breakaway east 
no longer part of 
Ukraine
An opposition lead-
er fighting against 
Ukrainian forces on 
Tuesday dismissed 
Kiev giving the sepa-
ratist east limited self-
rule, saying Ukraine’s eastern Donbass region 
was no longer part of the ex-Soviet country. 

“Complete self-rule will be introduced in 
Donbass, this territory no longer has anything to 
do with Ukraine,” Andrei Purgin, deputy prime 
minister of the self-proclaimed Donetsk Peo-
ple’s Republic, said, AFP reported.

 “Ukraine is free to adopt any law it wants. 
But we are not planning any federalism with 
Ukraine.” 

Ukrainian lawmakers had adopted legislation 
on Tuesday giving the separatist east limited 
self-rule under government proposals aimed at 
ending the deadly clashes. 

President Petro Poroshenko has said the pro-
posals will pave the way for decentralization 
while guaranteeing “the sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and independence” of Ukraine. 

Purgin said pro-Russian protesters “will care-
fully study” legislation, adding “it is a positive 
signal because it marks Kiev’s return to reality. 

“We will probably hold dialogue over some 
points, in particular in economic, social and cul-
tural spheres,” he said. 

Pro-Russian protesters have fought the au-
thorities in Kiev since April in a bid to split from 
Ukraine and gain independence. 

Kiev and the West accuse Russia of master-
minding the revolt and sending in regular troops 
to prop up protesters in Ukraine, the accusations 
that Moscow denies.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said 
on Tuesday Russia needed to increase its mili-
tary presence on the Crimea peninsula due to the 
crisis in Ukraine, news agencies reported.

“The deployment of proper and self-sufficient 
forces in the direction of Crimea is one of (our) 
top priorities,” Itar-Tass quoted him as saying.”

The situation in Ukraine has escalated sharp-
ly and the presence of foreign military has in-
creased in the immediate vicinity of our bor-
ders.”

Russia’s annexed Crimea in March 2014 af-
ter a referendum which its residents vote to join 
Russia. 

Kiev votes 
to give 
east limited 
self-rule
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Several European states have entered into 
negotiations with Iran to invest in a pipe-
line construction project to import gas 

from the energy-rich country, a senior energy 
official announced on Tuesday.

Managing Director of Iranian Gas Engineer-
ing and Development Company Alireza Ghar-
ibi also told Fars News Agency on Tuesday 
that some European companies are expected to 
send proposals on financing this project.

Iran plans to construct its ninth cross-coun-
try gas pipeline to export gas to Turkey and 
from there to Europe.

In June 2010, the special representatives 
of Iranian President Hassan Rouhani had ap-
proved the construction of a 1,850-kilometer 
pipeline for the direct export of Iran’s gas with 
an investment of over €1.3 billion.

The capacity for transferring natural gas via 
the ninth pipeline is about 110 million cubic 
meters (mcm), which is planned to be con-
structed in four sections: Assalouyeh-Ahvaz 
with a length of 605 kilometers, Ahvaz-Ker-
manshah with 461 km, Kermanshah-Miyando-
ab with 348 km and Miyandoab-Bazargan with 
436 km. 

The pipeline’s construction will take three 
years to complete.

Also in June, informed sources revealed that 
three European countries filed requests to pur-
chase gas from Iran.

Continued on Page 4

European firms vie for 
Iranian gas project

IRNA 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif (R) meets with Italy’s new 
ambassador to Iran, Mauro Conciatori, while receiving his credentials in 
Tehran on September 15, 2014.  
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