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Iran, Italy keen on bolstering ties 

 

 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and his visiting 
Italian counterpart Paolo Gentiloni on Saturday underlined the 
need for further expansion of cooperation in various fields 
between Tehran and Rome. 

During a meeting in the Iranian capital Tehran, Zarif and Gentiloni explored avenues for 
bolstering bilateral ties. 

Iranian and Italian officials also discussed the latest regional and international 
developments. 

Gentiloni, heading a high-ranking delegation, arrived in Tehran on Saturday morning at the 
invitation of Zarif and was scheduled to hold meetings with other senior Iranian officials. 
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“Rome and Tehran share many areas for widening cooperation in different areas, including 
trade and cultural issues as well as fighting drug trafficking and extremism," Gentiloni said 
after the meeting and in a joint press conference with his Iranian counterpart. 

"I believe that we have created an active integrated economic context between the two 
countries.” 

Noting that the Italian environment minister is due to visit Iran soon, Gentiloni said Italy 
will also host Iran's cultural officials in the near future. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, the Italian minister hoped that nuclear talks between Tehran and 
the world powers would produce results, saying a nuclear agreement will prepare the 
ground for the further expansion of bilateral relations. 

  

Sensitive juncture  

Speaking in the same press conference, Zarif said the country’s negotiations with the P5+1 
countries over Tehran’s nuclear program have reached a sensitive juncture. 

Zarif noted that negotiators of Iran and the United States held "accurate" and fruitful talks 
in the Swiss city of Geneva on February 22 and 23. 

“We have announced many times that as long as general issues are not agreed upon, there 
will not be any agreement,” he said. 

The Iranian minister emphasized that there would be no deal unless the two sides reach an 
agreement on all issues. 

Zarif said the two sides made "serious progress" in Geneva, expressing hope the 
negotiating sides would also make progress next week on other issues, especially the lifting 
of sanctions. 

The P5+1 countries — Britain, France, China, Russia and the United States plus Germany — 
are making endeavors to narrow their differences on outstanding issues related to 
Tehran's nuclear program. 

 


