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Iran, Italy to expand ties regardless of talks outcome 
 

 

President Hassan Rouhani said Tehran welcomes expansion of ties between Iran and 
Italy. 

 

In a Sunday meeting with Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni in Tehran, Rouhani said 
Iran and Italy have always had good relations and Tehran welcomes expansion of ties with 
Rome, adding both sides have great potential for development of trade cooperation. 

The Italian foreign minister also said the two countries should take great strides to expand 
economic cooperation, stressing that “we should not wait for the outcome of the nuclear 
talks”. 

He hailed the historical relations between Tehran and Rome which have not been affected 
by ups and downs in the past decades. 

Gentiloni said his visit to Tehran is aimed at announcing Rome’s determination to boost 
bilateral ties. 
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“Over the past few months, several officials of small and big Italian companies have visited 
Iran. Although Iran-Italy trade is expanding, we have a great distance to cover to get back 
to the peak of bilateral cooperation,” he said. “My message to Italian businessmen on my 
return will be that despite sanctions, there are ample opportunities for mutual 
cooperation.” 

Gentiloni also said nuclear agreement will be in the interest of international community, 
Iran and Italy. “We will spare no efforts to support the talks,” he added.   

Referring to the economic and cultural cooperation between the two countries, Rouhani 
also said the two countries have positive and progressive relations in the political arena. 

The president hailed Italy’s constructive role in negotiations between Tehran and P5+1 
group of world powers over Iran’s nuclear energy program and said, “Unfortunately, 
sanctions, which were fundamentally wrong, have acted against the interests of all, 
including the European Union.” 

The president also said the Islamic Republic has always been committed to its obligations 
and it is obvious that Tehran is serious about the talks.  

Commenting on the dispute over Iran’s nuclear program, Rouhani stressed that there is no 
choice but to negotiate over the issue. 

On terrorism, the president said, “We should cooperate to combat terrorism and 
intimidation of the public.”  

 


