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Shamkhani says it’s possible to reach a “good” nuclear deal 

 

TEHRAN - Ali Shamkhani, the secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council, has 
said that it is possible that Tehran and the major powers reach a “good” nuclear 
agreement based on the Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

 

 

 

He made the remarks during a meeting with Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni in 
Tehran on Sunday. It is possible to reach a “good” agreement which “respects Iran’s 
nuclear rights” within the framework of the NPT if the negotiating sides have “seriousness” 
and “honesty”, he stated. 

Shamkhani highlighted the necessity of removing all the “illegal” sanctions and taking 
“trust building” actions by the other side in response to Iran’s goodwill and cooperation. 
Elsewhere in his remarks, he called for expansion of political, cultural and economic 
cooperation. 

In an indirect reference to military and financial support to the so-called moderate groups 
in Syria by certain Western and Arab countries, Shamkhani said “foreign intervention” and 
“instrumental use of armed groups” are not solution to the scourge of terrorism. 
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For his part, the Italian foreign minister said that terrorism is the most serious threat to the 
world. Fighting against terrorist groups and establishing peace and stability in the Mideast 
region can be done through a “collective will at the international level”, he stated.  

Gentiloni expressed hope that Iran and the 5+1 group (the five permanent members of the 
UN Security Council plus Germany) would reach a comprehensive agreement. He also 
stated that Italy attaches great importance to ties with Iran.  

Iranian Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani also met with the Italian foreign minister on Saturday. He 
highlighted the importance of expanding parliamentary ties between the two countries. 

  

No power can deprive Iranians of their legal nuclear rights 

In a separate meeting with Gentiloni on Sunday, Expediency Council Chairman Ayatollah 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani stated that no power can deprive the Iranian people of their 
legal nuclear rights. 

“We are very serious in restoring our right and no power can deprive the Iranian people of 
their right, because we believe that we should use the knowledge [nuclear knowledge] to 
improve the people’s lives like all the other countries that have this technology,” he stated. 

He denounced Western countries’ policy of imposing sanctions as “strategic mistake”. He 
also noted that Iran has not sought and will not seek to build nuclear weapon. For his part, 
the Italian foreign minister stated that the lifting of sanctions on Iran will pave the way for 
expansion of ties. 
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